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CRIME IN ESTONIA - A SUMMARY

* |n 2006, a total of 51,834 crimes were registered in Estonia, representing a
decrease of 7% when compared to 2005.

* The number of registered criminal offences in the first degree was 2688, while
the number of registered criminal offences in the second degree was 49,146.%

* Offences against property accounted for the largest share of criminal
offences (63%).

¢ Offences against persons accounted for 10% of all registered criminal
offences.

* 53% of criminal offences were registered in Tallinn and Harju County,
12% were registered in Ida-Viru County and 10% in Tartu County.

* The smallest number of criminal offences was registered in Hiiu County
(0.3% of all criminal offences).

* As a result of criminal offences, proprietary damage in the approximate
amount of EEK 467 million was caused.

* Those suspected of a criminal offence are young — 30% of suspects were
aged 1824 years.

® 90% of criminal offences were committed by men.

A summary of crime in Estonia

51,834 criminal offences were registered in Estonia in 2006, which represents the
level preceding an increase in crime in 1999 when 51,539 criminal offences were re-
gistered. In 2003-2005 the number of criminal offences was stable, with some signs
of a decrease. When compared to 2005, the number of criminal offences decreased
in 2006 by 7% or 3752.
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Figure 1. Total number of registered criminal offences in 2003—-2006

% Criminal offences in the first degree include sevious criminal offences the maximum punishment prescvibed for which is imprison-
ment for n five years or compulsory dissolution in the case of a legal person; criminal offences in the second
degrec include lesser criminal offences the maximum punishment prescribed for which is imprisonment for a term of up to five years
oF @ pecuniary punishment.
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2688 serious criminal offences (offences in the first degree) were registered in 2006,
which is 10% (294) less than a year ago. However, when compared to 2003, the
number of criminal offences in the first degree has decreased by one-third or 951.

The number of less serious criminal offences (offences in the second degree) has been
stable over four years, with some signs of a decrease, though. In 2006 the number of less
serious criminal offences decreased by 7% (3458) when compared to 2005.

37% of the criminal offences registered in 2006 were committed by groups of
offenders. The number of such offences exceeded 50% in the categories of offences
against public trust, offences related to office, offences against property and offences
against public health. The most common criminal offences committed by individual
persons were traffic offences, offences against administration of justice and offences
against persons.

Crime in counties and larger cities

In 2006 the highest levels of delinquency were registered in Harju County (27,233),
Ida-Viru County (6222) and Tartu County (4973), and criminal offences were com-
mitted primarily in larger cities. According to the data of the Statistical Office® 42%
of the Estonian population lived in Tallinn, Narva and Tartu in 2006, and most of
the registered criminal offences were committed in these cities. As regards cities, the biggest
number of criminal offences was registered in Tallinn (22,123) and they accounted for 43%
of all criminal offences registered in Estonia. Tallinn was followed by Tartu (3881 — 8%),
Narva (2444 — 5%), Pirnu (1781 — 3%) and Kohtla-Jirve (1245 — 2%).

When one compares the number of criminal offences and the relative share of po-
pulation in the five larger Estonian cities, the number of offences registered in
Tallinn was larger than could be expected based on the proportion of the population
living in Tallinn. In other larger cities the relative shares of population and delin-
quency are almost equal.

2993 criminal offences were registered in Pirnu County. More than 1000 criminal
offences were registered in Lidne-Viru County (1866), Viljandi County (1320),
Valga County (1097), Rapla County (1069) and Voru County (1038). In other coun-
ties less than 1000 criminal offences were registered. Hiiu County had the smallest
number of registered criminal offences (131).
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Figure 2. Level of crime by regions in 2006

30 Statistical database at www.stat. ee/5431
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Among registered criminal offences, offences against property represented the
largest share (63%), while the percentage of offences against persons amounted to
10% and the rest of the offences accounted for 27%.

Even though criminal offences against property made up the largest share of
offences in all counties, the situation was different in Hilumaa where the percentage
of 'other' criminal offences was large (45%). It should be remembered, however, that
the overall level of crime was very low in Hilumaa when compared to the rest of
Fstonia. The percentage of 'other' criminal offences was significantly larger than the
average in Viljandi County, as well (41%). In Rapla County a fairly large share of
criminal offences against persons was recorded (18%). In Harju County the per-
centage of criminal offences against property was larger than the average (69%).

Ve 713 | | | ‘58 | | | I \29
Viljandi 14 | | | ‘45 | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘41
Valga +10 | ‘ ‘ ‘61 ‘ : ‘ ‘ '29
Torta 1 ) \ \ | ‘61 \ | \ \ \31
Senre g " \ \ \ \59 \ \ \ \ \34
Rapla +18 ‘ | | ‘47 | ‘ | | ‘35
parmu 1 - \ \ \ \ - \ \ \ \ \ - \
Pélva +14 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘55 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘31
Lagne-Viru +14 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘54 | ‘ | ‘ ‘31
e e e e e e e e S
A s e s St A B
Jogeva 12 53 36
Vi %11 | | \ \55 \ \ \ \ \34
i %13 \ \ \ \42 \ \ \ \ \45
oria 1 9 | \ \ ‘69 \ \ \ \ \22 \
) O e
O;A 1 0‘% 20‘% 3(;% 4(;% 5(;% 6(;% 7(;% 8(;% 9(;% 1 06%
Relative share of 'Relative share of IRelative share of
criminal offences criminal offences other criminal
against persons against property offences

Figure 3. Crime in counties in 2006

Types of criminal offences

In 2006 registered criminal offences against property accounted for the largest share
(32,550). The percentage of offences against property in the aggregate number of
criminal offences decreased by 3% when compared to 2005 (from 66% to 63%).

Registered criminal offences against persons amounted to 5055, accounting for
10% of the aggregate number of criminal offences and exceeding the percentage
recorded in 2005 (9%) by 1%.

Traffic offences are being recorded on an increasing basis: 3868 in 2005, but 4464
in 2006.
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2943 offences against public peace were registered in 2006, which represented 6%
of all registered criminal offences.

Criminal offences against administration of justice accounted for 4% (2107), crimi-
nal offences against public trust accounted for 3% (1006) and criminal offences
against public health accounted for 2% (1006) of all registered criminal offences.
The percentage of other criminal offences was less than 2%.
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Figure 4. Most common groups of criminal offences in 2006

As to individual types of criminal offences, larcenies accounted for the largest share
in 2006 (26,615), but had decreased by 3837 when compared to 2005 (30,452). The
number of registered offences involving driving while intoxicated has been growing
for several years. The number of such offences registered in 2006 exceeded the level
of 2005 by 15%. The number of offences involving physical abuse also increased
when compared to 2005 (7%). On the other hand, among the most common types
of crime the number of acts of fraud and aggravated breaches of public order
decreased when compared to 2005.
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Figure 5. Most common types of crime in 2005-2006

In 2006 the number of manslaughters, murders and robberies as criminal offences
that materially affect the public feeling of security continued to decrease. The num-
ber of manslaughters and murders (including attempted manslaughters and mur-
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